
JEREMIAH
THE CASE AGAINST JUDAH - 2:1 THROUGH 4:4



WHAT JUDAH WAS - 2:1-3

• Chapte 1 introduced us to Jeremiah’s 
calling. What time stamp is given to us 
in chapter 1 about when Jeremiah 
started to prophesy?  How does this 
compare to our reading in 2 Kings 
22:3? 2 Chronicles 34:1-8?

• Jeremiah is called in the 13th year 
of Josiah’s reign

• Josiah was causing change for 
good before AND after Jeremiah 
started to prophesy



WHAT JUDAH WAS 2:1-
3

• Manasseh was the “Worst of the worst” kings 
in Judah and his son Amon was a close 
second.

• 2 Chronicles 33:4-9

• God caused even Manasseh to seek Him out.

• 2 Chronicles 33:10-20

• Manasseh’s repentance had an impact. Look 
how the people recognized and rebelled 
against the sin of Amon, son of Manasseh.

• 2 Chronicles 33:21-25



WHAT JUDAH WAS 2:1-3

• What did the Lord remember about Israel?

• They were devoted in their youth

• Their love was obvious in their betrothal to YHWH

• They were willing to follow the LORD (after some “weeding of the garden”) 
in the wilderness, a land where they could not settle.

• They were HOLY to the LORD



JUDAH REJECTED GOD - 2:4-8

• Who transgressed against Israel?

• The Priests - Did not seek the LORD

• The Levites - Did not know the LORD

• The Rulers - Transgressed the LORD

• The Prophets - Did not prophesy of the LORD but of Baal

• These led the people of Israel away from the LORD



CHARGES AGAINST ISRAEL - 2:9-13

• What two evils had the people of Israel committed against the LORD?

• They forsook the LORD - the fountain of living waters

• They hewed their own cisterns - broken and unable to hold water

• The people rejected what God and the life He was willing to give them to 
make their own way and try to live without Him



THEIR OWN WICKEDNESS WILL CORRECT THEM -
2:14-19

• What would be the result of rejecting God and going after other worthless gods?

• They would become prey

• They would become slaves of other countries

• Egypt and Assyria have enslaved Israel and encroached upon Judah

• Leaving God and His protection will lead to the Jews coming back to God 
through the recognition of the result of sin



THEY REJECTED GOD TO FOLLOW IDOLS - 2:20-28

• What type of vine had Judah become?

• Degenerate shoots of a foreign vine

• Judah was no longer the choice vine 
from the completely faithful seed that 
had been planted of God

• What was the shame of Judah compared 
to?

• A thief discovered in the act of robbery



JUDAH CLAIMS INNOCENCE 2:29-37

• Why did the LORD plead His case against 
Judah?

• Judah would not admit their guilt, 
their sin, their unrighteousness.

• Judah had turned their back on God 
and yet wouldn’t admit so.

• Judah found themselves “innocent in 
their own eyes”



JUDAH’S EXTREME HARLOTRY 3:1 -5

• How extensive was the harlotry in Judah?

• Judah was compared to:

• A husband returning to a divorced wife who has remarried

• The land polluted with harloty and wickedness

• As a result, the curses God disclosed to the nation of Israel on Mount Ebal in 
Deuteronomy 27 had come to pass.



CONSIDER THE RESULT OF ISRAEL’S HARLOTRY 3:6 -
11

• What had the LORD done to Israel because of her harloties?

• The Lord issued Israel a ‘writ of divorce’ as a result of her harlotry and as a 
warning to Judah.

• The LORD watched as Assyria carried Israel away into captivity.

• Let’s read this passage:

• 2 Kings 17:7-18



PROMISES IF ISRAEL AND JUDAH ARE INVITED TO 
REPENT AND RETURN 3:12-20

• “In those days” what would Jerusalem be called?

• The Throne Of The Lord

• All nations will be gathered to it

• They will walk no more after the stubbornness of their evil heart



A PRAYER OF REPENTANCE 3:21-25

• In what is the salvation of Israel?

• In the LORD our God

• Even after generations of sinfulness, and disobedience, the LORD is the 
salvation of Israel



COMPLETE REPENTANCE NEEDED 4:1 -4

• What did the LORD say to the men of Judah?

• Break up your fallow ground, and do not sow among thorns

• Circumcise yourselves to the LORD and remove the foreskins of your heart

• The LORD is warning Judah that THE WRATH is coming if repentance is not 
forthcoming!


